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Meeting January 17, 2007  
Topic: "Hot Springs and Cool Hikes"     
Presented by Dietlind Pekau 

 
                                                                Gold Bug           Souce: Dietland Pekau 

 
Granite Arch            Souce: Dietland Pekau            

Enjoy the magnificent scenery of the John Muir Wilderness  
in the High Sierras, the colourful rock formations in eastern 

Oregon and southern Utah and the soothing hot springs 
encountered along the way 

January 17, 2007  
(Please note change of date to the third Wednesday) 

Presented by: Dietlind Pekau 
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VOICE OF THE RIVER: 
Is the official newsletter of the Bow Waters 
Canoe Club (BWCC), P.O. Box 85088, 
Albert Park P.O., Calgary, Alberta 
T2A 7R7. 
 
The Clubhouse is located at 1975 26th 
Street S.E., at the corner of Deerfoot Trail 
and 17 Avenue S.E. 
 
Opinions expressed herein do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 
BWCC, its Board, Executive or members. 
 
The club mission is: 
 
“To promote and support recreational 
paddling, our primary activity, and cross 
country skiing, by providing educational 
and social opportunities in a safe and 
environmentally conscious manner to all 
interested people.” 
 
VOLUNTEER POSITIONS AT BWCC : 

Newsletter Editor: Tina Barzo 
(Submit content to tinabarzo@hotmail.com)  

Board of Directors: 

Mike Kelly, President 560-0875 
mikeg.kelly@shaw.ca 

Carol Vickery-Sulis, Secretary        
243-4482 info@canadacalling.ca 

Jim Clampett, Treasurer 242-2267  
james.clampett@shaw.ca  

David Campden, Past President     
230-7087 campden@shaw.ca 

Doug Ohrn, Member Rep. 230-3499 
clando@telus.net 

Peter Kozlik, Member Rep. 375-0141 
canoe4u@telus.net 

Howard Heffler 284-2961 
hheffler@shaw.ca 

Tina Barzo, Member Rep. 270-0379 
tinabarzo@hotmail.com 

Committee Chairpersons: 

Buildings & Grounds: Mike Kelly  

Boats/Equipment: Alex Fuller 210-1808 
alexfuller@telus.net 
Mike Kelly 808-4805  

�

 
 
Canoe Touring: David Campden 230-7087 
Jim Clampett 242-2267 

Environment: Monique Wilkinson 279-4731 
monique.wilkinson@telus.net 

       
      Jack Rabbits: Debbie Hall 226-3524 
       debbiehall@shaw.ca  
 Tom Borthwick 270-3961  

borthwic@telus.net     

Membership: Mollie Cole 686-6927 mollie.cole@shaw.ca 

Mid-Week Paddling: John Meehan 244-8862 
cmmjlm@shaw.ca 

Phone Group: Mollie Cole 686-6927  

River Access: Scott Wilkinson 279-4731 
Scott.Wilkinson@telus.net 

Slide Shows: Howard Heffler 284-2961 hheffler@shaw.ca 

Safety: Barbara Olasz 278-8549 deerfootpaw@yahoo.ca 

Ski Touring: Gary Blechinger 283-3400 
gblechin@telusplanet.net  

Doug Ohrn 230-3499 

Tandem Paddlers without Partners:   
 Mike Wingham mwingham@cips.ca 

Club Reps to Other Organizations: 
 
 Alberta Recreational Canoeing Association (ARCA): Armand 

Magotiaux 
 
      Canadian Recreational Canoeing Association (CRCA): Alex 

Fuller 

River Valleys Committee: Vacant 

Bow River Basin Council: Bill Skinner 

Calgary Area Outdoor Council: Jim Clampett 

Lower Kananaskis Recreational Users Association: Tom 
Jacklin 

 
Executive Director : Armand Magotiaux BWCC@telus.net 
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Left to right: Peter, Doug, Brian, Mike, Howard, Ca rol, Tina 
(absent: David and Jim)              Source: Armand Magotiaux 

 

President, Mike Kelly  joined BWCC in 2001, paddles Kayak, tandem and some solo canoe. He enjoys 
canoe camping and looks forward to serving the members as president in the coming year. Feel free to 
contact Mike at mikeg.kelly@shaw.ca or 560-0875 with any questions, concerns or ideas. 
 

Vice President Peter Kozlik  loves canoeing and has been in and around canoes for the past 30+ years 
and has been a member of BWCC since 2005. Before he moved to Calgary for family reasons, he owned 
a canoe livery and dealership in Nova Scotia. He is a CRCA canoe instructor and advanced wilderness 
medic. Peter also was a volunteer fire fighter in NS and trained in Swift Water Rescue and Medical First 
Response. His children have been in canoes since they were born and if he’s not at home, chances are 
he’s on the water. 
 

Treasurer, Jim Clampett  has been a member of the BWCC since the middle 90s.  He's semi-retired from 
his life as a chemical engineer and spends his spare time working on computerized race timing and 
BWCC Treasurer duties.  He was an active canoeist until a few years ago when a serious dump and 
'straining' scared the hell out of him.  He's content now to support the Club and shuttle for his wife, 
Barbara Hardt.  Maybe he'll get back in a boat when he gets his nerve back. 
 

Secretary, Carol Vickery-Sulis  is originally from Ontario.  After traveling across Canada for two years 
with her husband Stephen, they ended up in Calgary and she has been a member of the club for the last 
two seasons.  Most of this past season, Carol has been hanging out at the Kananaskis trying to work her 
way up the racecourse or alternatively playing on shore with their 1-year-old son Andrew, when it is her 
husband's turn the paddle.    
 

Doug Ohrn  – has been a BWCC member 
since 1994.  He still paddles with ‘training 
paddles’ and skiis with training heels.  Too 
old to grow up now! 
 
Brian Hopkins joined Bow Waters in 1994. 
He first discovered canoeing at Camp 
Maskepetoon on Pigeon Lake, way way way 
back in the 1960's (yikes).  Six years of 
summer camp in aluminum canoes, loads of 
fun, and he was hooked. He rediscovered 
the fun when his oldest sons Scout group 
came to Bow Waters for group 
lessons. From that he has been fortunate to 
make many awesome "canoe friends" who have had great adventures together in LaRonge, on the 
Bloodvein and the Athabasca.  Plus the Bow, the Kan, and the Highwood (the river and Alex's dog). His 
two younger sons and daughter are Bow Waters brats, graduates of Deanna / BWCC's summer camp 
programs. 
 

Howard Heffler  has worked for over 30 years as an environmental manager in the oil patch and is trying 
to retire but is afraid he will have start doing chores around the house. He has been a member of Bow 
Waters for about 20 years and prefers to be referred to as a “long-time member” rather than an “old 
member”.  He is a past-president of the Club and has been on the Board for several years. His paddling 
interests include both whitewater and tripping. A common observation made by other BWCC members is; 
“Howard, for someone who got his first canoe almost 50 years ago, we thought you would be a better 
paddler.” 
 

Tina Barzo  has canoed for many years in Ontario, moved here six years ago, finally joined BWCC this 
past season, and paddles every chance she gets! She has worked for over a decade in environmental 
and conservation non-profit organizations in Ontario, British Columbia and Alberta; and now works for 
Banff National Park in communications.  Editor’s Note: David Campden, Past President – bio unavailable.
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By Armand Magotiaux 
 
As I write this, the forecast high for Sunday is -26C. Maybe it’s time to put away the canoes, and take out the skis?  
 
On the topic of skiing: Doug Ohrn and Gary Blechinger have our Nordic Ski Tour schedule ready to go. Big “thanks” 
to both of them! We’ve followed the lead taken by the Norseman Ski Club, and adopted a more aggressive “risk 
management plan” for our ski program. As with our canoe tours, we will be able to add ski trips to the schedule 
throughout the winter season by way of our website Forum. 
 
We did manage to add 37 more canoe tours this past summer via our Forum. This, in addition to the 55 that were on 
our official printed schedule. 92 tours in all. An impressive total, wouldn’t you say?  
 
Volunteers continue to play a crucial role in our club’s activities. The 55 trips were coordinated by 24 volunteers and 
the 37 trips were coordinated by 19 volunteers. However, as some of the same volunteers were involved in both 
categories, our entire canoe tour season was the result of the efforts of 34 individual tour coordinators.  
 
Volunteers like Membership Chair Mollie Cole and her committee members helped our club to increase our 
membership numbers in 2006, following several years of gradual declines. We enjoyed some increased numbers in 
all categories – both single and family, as well as the total number of children. Our final total, as reported to ARCA 
last week, was 347 members.  
 
For anyone interested in the demographics of our club, here’s what we look like: 
 

Adult Members over age 65+ years:     13 
Adult Members 45 to 64 years:  142 
Adult Members 25 to 44 years:  101 
Adult Members 18 to 24:             2 
Total Adult:    260 
 
Youth Members 18 to 24 (part of family):  14 
Youth Members 13 to 17 years:   29   
Youth Members 1 to 12 years:   46 
Total Youth:     89 

 
The volunteer presenters for our adventure travel slide shows also add tremendously to our club, by providing a focal 
point for our social activities. For several years now, we’ve been enjoying very large turnouts for most of our monthly 
meeting/slide shows. Sixty to seventy five attendees is not unusual. We achieved a new attendance record when one 
hundred people turned out for our recent AGM, which featured historian David Finch’s Nahanni River presentation.  
 
That same BWCC AGM saw the election of club members who will lead us into 2007: President Mike Kelly, Vice 
President Peter Kozlik, Secretary Carol Vickery-Sulis, Treasurer Jim Clampett, Member Representatives Brian 
Hopkins, Doug Ohrn, Tina Barzo and Howard Heffler, and last but not least, Past President David Campden. Thanks 
to each of them for generously volunteering your time to serve on our Board.  
 
Bow Waters was well represented at the recent Alberta Recreational Canoe Association (ARCA) AGM in Red Deer. 
Amongst the 48 delegates attending were Bow Waters representatives Mike Kelly, Peter Kozlik, Jim Clampett, Brian 
Hopkins, Tina Barzo and me.  
 
We congratulate Jim Clampett who was elected ARCA Treasurer for the coming year.  
 
The Fall Group Canoe Lessons program has wrapped up since our last newsletter. Karla Handy and her instructors 
looked after another 690 students. That brings our student total for the season to 1,935 including group lessons, adult 
lessons and youth summer camps.  I’m pleased to let you know that Karla will be returning as our Lessons Program 
Coordinator for 2007. It will be her sixth year with Bow Waters, and she’s already working on ideas to improve and 
enhance our programs.  
 
Since the beginning of September, our hall facility has hosted a 50th wedding anniversary party, four weddings, an 
outdoor club year-end function (Calgary Road Runners), a volunteer recognition party (Inglewood Bird Sanctuary), 
two Norseman Ski Club functions and two special Saturday functions for our resident Arise Gateway Church. We 
have four Christmas parties booked for December.  
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"...perhaps our grandsons 
[granddaughters], having 
never seen a wild river, will 
never miss the chance to set 
a canoe in singing 
waters...glad I shall never be 
young without wild country to 
be young in.” Aldo Leopold 

 
As 2006 draws to a close, I think we can take pride in all that has 
happened at Bow Waters over the past year. We’ve stayed true to our 
Mission Statement. Our canoe tours and other social activities have 
provided our club members with the opportunity to relax and get back to 
nature, even if only for a day or two, now and then. And we have given 
many hundreds of children a taste of adventure in an outdoor 
environment, which will stay with them for a lifetime.  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
January 17, 2007 Hot springs and Cool Hikes 

Dietlind Pekau will present images of the magnificent scenery of the John Muir Wilderness in the 
High Sierras, the colorful rock formations in eastern Oregon and southern Utah and the soothing 
hot springs encountered on the way. 
Presented by: Dietlind Pekau 

 
February 7, 2007  MacFarlane River  

Join Alex and friends on the MacFarlene River in the northern remote part of Saskatchewan for 
an 18-day trip ending at the Athabasca Sand Dunes Wilderness Park on Lake Athabasca. As well 
as the sand dunes, wildlife and fishing, this trip is also known for a challenging portage, so come 
and find out how it went. 
Presented by:  Alex Fuller, Highwood the Dog, Monique & Scott Wilkinson,  Fred and Lorie 
Obermeyer. 

 
March 7, 2007  The Horton River 

We went to the most northerly river in the NWT, and what did we see?  Join us to find out (about 
the caribou, falcons,   and other arctic wildlife as well as the amazing Smoking Hills) 
Presented by:  Susan and Tony Fisher with Paula and Anton Zybach  

 
April 4, 2007  Spring Glaciers  

This will be a slide of travel, fun and geology of glaciers. 
Presented by:  Alexander Bak 

 
May 2, 2007 Family Canoeing & Camping in Saskatchewan  

Missinipe, North of La Ronge in Saskatchewan, is an easy two day drive from Calgary and is the 
home of Churchill River Canoe Outfitters.  This was to be the destination and base for our three 
week family holiday where we would attempt our first canoe camping with James (5) and Michael 
(2).  Our plans changed at the last moment when forest fires closed the road North of La Ronge.  
Making things up as we went along, we spent two weeks in and around Prince Albert National 
Park before finally making it to Missinipe.  Join the Campdens see how they fared with bugs, 
heat, portages, loons, pelicans and islands. 
Presented by:  David Campden 
 

June 6, 2007 East Kootenys  
Presented by:  Tom Jacklin 
 

 
Announcements  
 
The club boat repairs are happening at the upper  
boathouse every Wednesday evening 7-9 pm.   
This doesn't include club meeting nights. 
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No tools are required and if you want to be exposed to an amazing array of boat repair problems, 
solutions, and debated solutions, you are welcome to drop by one Wednesday pm. This is coordinated by 
Alex Fuller and updates are posted on the Club website Forum.  Alex can be reached at H: 210-1808. 
  
For members who have their own boat repairs to do, a group will be organizing to use the upper boat bay 
starting in January 2007.  Please indicate the kind of repair you have in mind to help the coordinators get 
a sense of the resources required to help you make this happen.  If you are interested you can contact 
Mike Kelly or Peter Kozlik, or respond to the Forum posting to let them know you are interested, please 
put a phone contact down. Thanks and happy canoe dreams from the boat repair volunteers 
 
 
 
 
 
By Doug Ohrn 

 
The club’s Board has adopted a new set of policies and procedures (P&P) for ski touring.  They can be 
viewed on the members’ part of the club website.  This decision was made primarily to improve the safety 
of members and guests on club ski tours, but also because of difficulties in obtaining insurance to cover 
ski touring in avalanche terrain. 
 
The P&P are borrowed from the Norseman Ski Club, whose members carried out a major effort to 
develop them.  A few modifications were made to fit them to the BWCC.  The board decided that even 
though the P&P have not had input from the membership, it is vital to have a set of policies in place 
before another ski season got started.  The P&P are labelled as “interim for the 2006/07 ski season”, to 
encourage members to comment over the next few months.  The idea is that the P&P would be 
incorporated into the Members’ Handbook when it is next updated. 
 
The new P&P are mainly aimed at increasing the safety of skiing in terrain where avalanches can be a 
hazard.  They are less relevant to ski trips that are rated “green,” which are typically cross-country track or 
trail skiing where avalanche hazard is not a factor.  However, there are some features that will increase 
the safety of all ski tours.   
 
The main goal, of course, is for us to know how to have wonderful days of accident-free backcountry 
skiing.  But if there should happen to be an incident, we should be sure we have the skills to carry out 
effective rescue.  
 
What are the main features of the new P&P? 
 
1. There are now standards for training : 

· Every year all members who want to go on ski tours rated orange, red (and sometimes yellow) 
must complete a recognized session (typically just an afternoon) on avalanche rescue and 
transceiver use.  “Recognized” means a session conducted by a certified mountain guide.  This is 
intended to ensure that all members are proficient in their skills and up-to-date on techniques.  
(Let’s face it, when it comes right down to it, a lot of us are probably not as proficient as we would 
like to think we are!) 

· Every five years all members must attend an avalanche awareness course.  The courses put on 
by the U of C Outdoor Programs Centre are a good example.  To help club members ease into 
the new regime, for the 2006/07 season members with extensive experience in safe travel in 
avalanche terrain will not be required to take a course this year.  (But perhaps it would be a good 
idea anyway!) 

 
2. Guests are not required to have the training for the one or two times they might come on a 

backcountry ski tour before joining the club (or not).  However, they must have the required 
avalanche safety and rescue equipment (transceiver, probe, shovel). 
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More great websites…  
 
If you are interested in avalanche trail rating  
scale information the following would be of interest: 
Parks Canada 
www.pc.gc.ca/pn-np/ab/banff/visit/vist7al_E.asp 
 
For more trail information as well as avalanche reports: 
Kananaskis Country 
www.cd.gov.ab.ca/enjoying_alberta/parks/featured/kanans
kis/flashindex.asp 
 
Banff/Yoho/Kootenay Avalanche Bulletin 
www.pc.gc.ca/apps/PSB/index_e.asp?oqAVA_PARK_ID=2 
 
Banff/Lake Louise Trail Report 
www.pc.gc.ca/apps/tcond/cond_e.asp?oPark=100092 
 
Jasper National Park 
www.pc.gc.ca/apps/tcond/cond_e.asp?oPark=100244 
 
Yoho National Park 
www.pc.gc.ca/pn-np/bc/yoho/index_e.asp 
 
Kootney National Park 
www.pc.gc.ca/pn-np/bc/kootenay/index_e.asp 

3. Guests must now download a waiver form and read and  sign it before arriving at the meeting 
place.   This is to ensure the guests have carefully read the waiver in a well-lit place, and have signed 
it knowing full well what they are signing.  What we don’t want is for a waiver form to be thrust into a 
guest’s hands in the dark and cold of 7:00 a.m. in the parking lot to be signed in the headlights!  This 
is not a good practice. 

4. As with the canoe tours, the P&P now reflect the “common adventurer” philosophy.  That is, the role 
of the coordinator is not that of a leader or guide.  The coordinator’s responsibilities are limited to 
what it takes to bring a group of skiers together, all with the necessary equipment, fitness, training 
and expectations, to enjoy a nice day of safe touring and turns.  This means all members and 
guests are personally responsible for their own saf ety  and must be constantly vigilant of 
conditions and make their own judgments in relation to the degree of safety they desire. 

5. Under conditions of High and Extreme avalanche hazard, some ski tours are not endorsed by the 
club. 

 
The club’s Board sincerely hopes members will appreciate the need for more rigorous P&P for 
backcountry skiing.  Please give them a careful read.  If you have any ideas on how to improve them, 
please let your ski touring committee know (Doug Ohrn and Gary Blechinger).  
*Editor’s Note: The 2006/07 Ski Schedule is included as the last two pages of the newsletter. 
 

 
 
 

 
By Barbara Olasz 
 
The winter season is upon us!   As we look towards 
the west and gaze upon the mountains and 
contemplate the white fluffy stuff falling down we 
think of what dreams are made of.  It is time to ski! 
So just to remind oneself that before going out one 
should check those snow conditions not just for the 
quality of the snow but also for the avalanche 
conditions.  Here are a few sites of interest: 
 
Canadian Avalanche Association 
www.avalanche.ca 
 
ACMG Mountain Conditions Report 
www.acmg.ca/mcr 
 
For the weather: 
www.weathernetwork.ca 
www.weatheroffice.ec.gc.ca 
 
It is each individual’s responsibility to prepare for the 
conditions.  This includes but is not limited to the 
bringing of appropriate clothing; appropriate 
equipment such as avalanche gear, skins, wax etc.; 
appropriate snacks and beverages to share with me; 
preparing for the trip with respect to difficulty level 
and allowing enough time to complete the trip.   
It is now required by people participating in BWCC 
trips with an avalanche hazard of red to have taken 
an avalanche awareness course and also to have 
taken a transceiver practice session recently.    
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By Peter Kozlik 
 
….. that’s not the question! Canoes don’t need keels, period! I’m in line here with most modern canoe 
builders in North America, if not worldwide. At least with the better ones….And with the majority of 
canoeists on this planet! But still, there are a few companies that build canoes with keels. Some for 
obvious reasons. Some for none. Except, maybe, because there are people around, who insist on a keel 
underneath their canoe?  
 
The main reasons to have something like a keel on a canoe in the 21st century is the inability to build 
otherwise! Some of those cheap hulls need a keel for stability. By cheap, I mean cheap to build, not 
necessarily cheap to buy….Others need a keel to give some sense of straightness. And with some, it’s 
only the production process, which calls for the keel.  
 
Whatever it is: as canoeists we don’t need it.  
 
Those who still want one haven’t learned to canoe yet or have never tried a good hull.  
 
If you know your strokes and how to use them, you don’t need the questionable aid of a keel to keep 
track. And modern canoes without keels are not that expensive any more. In fact, a few canoe builders 
make cheap hulls out of high-end materials with keels and sell them for exorbitant prices. Nonsense.  
Even in those days wood and canvas canoe makers placed keels underneath their crafts to protect the 
canvas, that practise was very questionable: the screws had to go through the canvas to attach the keel. 
That led in most cases to the premature failure of the canvas itself and rot in the hull… 
And what protection does a keel underneath a fibreglass or Kevlar canoe offer, if it is build into the hull 
rather than being an addition to it? Exactly: none! Even worse, those keels tend to be the first part that 
leaks due to abrasion. And that’s not easy to fix. And if a keel is added to the hull, it also adds a lot of 
unnecessary weight! What purpose serves that on an expensive Kevlar canoe (one you bought to save 
weight)? 
 
If you ever have the chance: try the same hull with and without keel. You’ll be amazed what damage a 
keel can do to the performance of a Prospector 16, i.e.! Yes, some companies offer a keel as an option. 
Marketing to keep those customers happy who don’t know yet…. 
 
If you’re one of them, I hope I could at least wake you up and make you want to try a good canoe without 
a keel! Your local paddle store should be a source to start with. And if you have difficulties with tracking: 
take a course and learn how to do it right! Happy paddling! CU on the water ……. 
 
 

  

Best Action - John Gapp 
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Best Family – Carol Vickery-Sulis 

 
 
 

 

Best Photo - Peter Kozlik 

 

Best Winter - Anton Zybach 

 

 
Best Nature - Mike Kelly 

Thanks to all who entered 
this year and 

congratulations to the 
winners!
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Book Review  
Reviewed by John Price 

by Jennifer Hahn 
As someone who, at a young age, set out to cycle around England alone and returned home, soaking 
wet, the following day it is my opinion that adventurous solo voyages are  enjoyed best by those who read 
about them than the actual participants.  However, if you can write, the sharing, which is the essence of 
enjoyable travel, can be savoured after the actual event.  Jennifer Hahn can write and in her prize winning 
book indulges her readers in the fruits of her considerable research and knowledge as well as describing 
the ardours of the trip itself.   
 
The author was, and maybe still is, the owner of a kayak touring company based out of Seattle and her 
narrative of kayaking the Inside Passage from Bella Bella to Seattle, completed over two springs and two 
summers between 1992 and 1996, - sevetny days in all -  is an excellent read.  She is also an 
accomplished artist, able to illustrate her story with deft sketches, accompanied by her notes, of life on 
the seashore - from otters to sea palms.  
 
Her fears, real and imagined - and what’s the difference when you are truly scared - are described without 
inhibition.  Then there are the personal encounters, and the spiritual ones, the latter easily experienced in 
this area of mists and dripping Spanish moss. 
 
There is much about the use of the sea’s bounty so if you want to  prepare wing kelp - “asparagus of the 
sea” - or sea lettuce for, eating then  the directions are here.  And if you ever follow her recipe for 
“chocolate ocean pudding”, let me know.  She doesn’t actually say they are delicious, just nutricious, 
hmmm. 
 
Spirited Waters by Jennifer Hahn is published by The Mountaineer Books of Seattle, and is available in 
the Calgary Public Library.  
 
 

 
 
 
By Tina Barzo 
 
Birds and bees and trees 
 ~ and the Badlands 
 
Weaving through 
 ~ a river 
 
Creaks from crickets 
Caws from crows 
Hush from brush 
 ~and grasses and sage 
As the sun fades 
 
Haunted by the ancient sea 
Written in layers in the rock 
Old bones and fossils 
Speak of time that life forgot 
 
 

Dragonflies and flutter-bys 
A spider awaiting dinner 
Big blue sky turning overhead 
Thin clouds sliding into thinner 
 
Coyotes at night 
Picking a fight 
Out comes the big dipper 

~ and the dew 
 

Badlands are good lands 
In a canoe. 

 
 

Source: Kyle White
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NEW: The Norseman X-Country Ski Shop will provide a  10% discount on all regular price 
merchandise when you show your current BWCC members hip card. 

Membership Benefits include: 

· An extensive river tour schedule, including: Day trips, Evening trips, Multiple-day weekend trips 
(car camping), Multiple-day weekend canoe camping trips, New Member trips, Special trips such 
as: Stampede Fireworks, Canoe Poling, North Saskatchewan Paddle & Hike, Lake Louise Paddle 
& Hike, Vermillion River Paddle & Hike 

· New Member Services: Orientation Sessions, No fee rental of boats and equipment  

· A large fleet of canoes and kayaks, including all paddling accessories, available for rental at very 
low rates, Free use of boats and equipment on the canal, Boat repair facility complete with 
mentors, Access to the eddy makers on the canal, for practicing your skills 

· Lessons and Camps: Adult Lessons – preferred pricing for members, Youth Summer Camps – 
preferred pricing for members 

· Communications: Voice of the River newsletter, eNews Updates on club activities, use of our 
website Forum (for communicating with other members), Use of our website Photo Gallery (for 
sharing photos of your canoe trips), Access to information on paddling areas in Western Canada, 
the Canadian North and elsewhere through our library and the diverse experiences of our 
members 

· Social Activities: Adventure Travel Slide Shows, Potlucks Events, Canoe Tour Coordinator,       
Potluck Dessert Sign-Up, Spring BBQ Burger Bash, Kananaskis Campout, The Last Splash 
Bash, Year End Canoe Awards/Potluck/Slide Show Night 

· Price discounts on gear purchases at outdoor retailers. Current BWCC Membership card 
required. Undercurrents – 10% discount on all paddling accessories. Not applicable to sale items. 
Aquabatics – 10% discount on all paddling accessories. Not applicable to sale items. Mountain 
Equipment Co-op Annual “Club Night” – 10% discount on all merchandise. No exclusions. 15% 
discount on all equipment rentals. Campers Village – 10% discount on merchandise. Sale and 
best buy items excluded.  

 

It all adds up to a very attractive package for bot h individuals and families 
who are outdoor enthusiasts interested in recreatio nal paddling 

 
 

Watch for your new membership form –  
coming out in early 2007!
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 Source: Mike Kelly 

Most Improved Tandem Paddlers Deanna and Ryan Cownd en  

Most Improved Solo Paddlers Susan Larson and Scott McCarron 

Source: Mike Kelly  

Donna George (Undercurrents) and Alex Fuller at Can oe Awards  

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Most improved solo paddlers: Scott McCarron and Susan Larsen 

Most improved tandem paddlers: Deanna and Ryan Cownden 

River Bottom Inspector Award: Susan Larsen 

Coordinated The Most Canoe Tours: Bill Skinner 
 

All volunteer canoe tour coordinators who turned in their trip reports were eligible for one of three $100 
gift certificates from Undercurrents. The draw winners were Mark Perrin, Bill Skinner & Mike Kelly.
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Special Thanks to our 2006 Canoe Tour Coordinators!  

Alex Fuller, Barbara Hardt,, Barbara Olasz, Bill Skinner, Cathy Hartford, David Campden, David Cornford, 
Doug Ohrn, Howard Heffler, Jack Meehan, James Dunbar, Jiri Bartek, John Gapp, John Price, Karen 
Yee, Karla Handy, Ken Coulas, Ken Scott, Mark Perrin, Max Rioux, Mike Kelly, Mollie Cole, Monique 
Wilkinson, Nancy Geisler, Ron Pelletier, Peter Kozlik, Rob McBrien, Scott Wilkinson, Stan Zimantas, Sue 
and Neil Drummond, Tom Jacklin, Tony Fisher, Tony Palmer, Val Perrin 

THANKS TO ALL OF YOU WHO MAKE THIS CLUB SO ACTIVE A ND FUN!    

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Your newsletter editor 

after her first newsletter. 

Watch for a new format 

in the New Year!
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