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March 7, 2007 

The Horton River 
Presented by:   

Susan and Tony Fisher  
with Paula and Anton Zybach 

We went to the most northerly river in the NWT, and what did we 
see?  Join us to find out about the caribou, falcons, and other 
arctic wildlife as well as the amazing Smoking Hills. 

 
Source: Tony Fisher 

 
Source: Anton Zybach 
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VOICE OF THE RIVER: 
Is the official newsletter of the Bow Waters 
Canoe Club (BWCC), P.O. Box 85088, 
Albert Park P.O., Calgary, Alberta 
T2A 7R7. 
 
The Clubhouse is located at 1975 26th 
Street S.E., at the corner of Deerfoot Trail 
and 17 Avenue S.E. 
 
Opinions expressed herein do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 
BWCC, its Board, Executive or members. 
 
The club mission is: 
 
“To promote and support recreational 
paddling, our primary activity, and cross 
country skiing, by providing educational 
and social opportunities in a safe and 
environmentally conscious manner to all 
interested people.” 
 
VOLUNTEER POSITIONS AT BWCC : 

Newsletter Editor: Tina Barzo 
(Submit content to tinabarzo@hotmail.com)  

Board of Directors: 

Mike Kelly, President 560-0875 
mikeg.kelly@shaw.ca 

Carol Vickery-Sulis, Secretary        
243-4482 info@canadacalling.ca 

Jim Clampett, Treasurer 242-2267  
james.clampett@shaw.ca  

David Campden, Past President     
230-7087 campden@shaw.ca 

Doug Ohrn, Member Rep. 230-3499 
clando@telus.net 

Peter Kozlik, Member Rep. 375-0141 
canoe4u@telus.net 

Howard Heffler 284-2961 
hheffler@shaw.ca 

Tina Barzo, Member Rep. 
tinabarzo@hotmail.com 

Committee Chairpersons: 

Buildings & Grounds: Mike Kelly  

Boats/Equipment: Alex Fuller 210-1808 
alexfuller@telus.net 
Mike Kelly 808-4805  

�

 
 
Canoe Touring: David Campden 230-7087 
Jim Clampett 242-2267 

Environment: Monique Wilkinson 279-4731 
monique.wilkinson@telus.net 

       
      Jack Rabbits: Debbie Hall 226-3524 
       debbiehall@shaw.ca  
 Tom Borthwick 270-3961  

borthwic@telus.net     

Membership: Mollie Cole 686-6927 mollie.cole@shaw.ca 

Mid-Week Paddling: John Meehan 244-8862 
cmmjlm@shaw.ca 

Phone Group: Mollie Cole 686-6927  

River Access: Scott Wilkinson 279-4731 
Scott.Wilkinson@telus.net 

Slide Shows: Howard Heffler 284-2961 hheffler@shaw.ca 

Safety: Barbara Olasz 278-8549 deerfootpaw@yahoo.ca 

Ski Touring: Gary Blechinger 283-3400 
gblechin@telusplanet.net  

Doug Ohrn 230-3499 

Tandem Paddlers without Partners:   
 Mike Wingham mwingham@cips.ca 

Club Reps to Other Organizations: 
 
 Alberta Recreational Canoeing Association (ARCA): Armand 

Magotiaux 
 
      Canadian Recreational Canoeing Association (CRCA): Alex 

Fuller 

River Valleys Committee: Vacant 

Bow River Basin Council: Bill Skinner 

Calgary Area Outdoor Council: Jim Clampett 

Lower Kananaskis Recreational Users Association: Tom 
Jacklin 

 
Executive Director : Armand Magotiaux BWCC@telus.net 
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Hello everyone,  
 
I guess it’s time for me to do a 
presidents report, so here it is. So far things are looking real good for the upcoming year, 
thanks to the great board elected this year. Past president David Campden has been a great help in easing 
the transition from board member to president over the last 2 years, and at the same time has taken on the 
temporary position of webmaster along with the tour schedule which he has done for the past 3 years, so if 
anyone is interested in helping David by taking on the website I’m sure he would be willing to bring you up to 
speed.  
 
Treasurer Jim Clampett continues to make the financial end of things more understandable to us laypeople, at 
the same time he keeps finding ways to better utilize funds. On the topic of funds board member and 
newsletter editor Tina Barzo is Chairing a committee of people to look into and set up long range financial 
goals and funding, this committee of Tina, Bill Skinner, Howard Heffler, and Lynda Holleman is looking for 
more helpers. Howard Heffler continues to be a big help in several areas including the Harvie Passage 
project. Secretary Carol Vickery-Sullis does a great job of keeping the meetings running smooth as well as 
helping Jack Mehan organize the upcoming pool sessions.  
 
Doug Orhn put a lot of time and effort into rewriting our 
backcountry ski touring policies and putting together the tour 
schedule. Brian Hopkins continues to sit on the board and 
keep the clubs computers working properly. Vice president 
Peter Kozlik helps with his past experience as an instructor 
and vast knowledge of all things canoeing. And last but not 
least our executive director Armand continues to do too 
much to mention here!  
 
So thank you to all the board and everyone else that makes 
Bow Waters the great club that it is. 

      -Mike Kelly 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The years continue to roll by. It was 1968 (just the other day) when Michelle and I went to see “2001: A Space 
Odyssey”. 2001 seemed sooo far into the future that we could hardly imagine it. After all, we weren’t 
supposed to trust anyone over 30!   
 
But here we are at 2007! And our three daughters are all over 30! Now, who do we trust? Oh well… 
 
The dawning of a new year provides yet another opportunity to make a fresh start and formulate new plans. 
That’s what’s been happening at Bow Waters. Your new Board has been meeting on a regular basis, and the 
various committees are being reactivated. In fact, as you will read elsewhere in this newsletter, some of them 
are well along with their planning. 
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This is your opportunity as a club member to decide how you might want to fit in and help out. If you marked 
down a particular area of interest when you filled out your membership form last year, consider giving the 
appropriate committee chairperson a call. Don’t wait for someone to call you.  Find out how you might help 
the club grow stronger as we plan for a new season of paddling. If you skipped the volunteer section, have a 
look at the application form on our website, and pick your area of interest.  
 
We have canoe tours that need trip coordinators – day trips, weekend trips, canoe camping trips, specialty 
trips and more.  
 
We have events related to membership and publicity which will require enthusiastic members to tell the Bow 
Waters “story” to prospective members – at club meetings, Outdoor Adventure Show, Open Houses, MEC 
Day, Calgary’s Child Fun Fair, Canoe Day at the Outdoor Resource Centre, just to name a few that come to 
mind.  
 
If you’re a handy kind of guy or gal, consider helping out with Buildings and Grounds. Or have a look at Boats 
and Equipment. In fact, that group, under the leadership of Alex Fuller has been up and running since well 
before Christmas. They get together in our upper boathouse on most Wednesday evenings.  
 
If you have ideas for new social events that could be added to our agenda, or you have an interest in 
environmental concerns, especially those that relate to the riparian habitat that we paddle through, give the 
appropriate contact person a call. If you’re not sure who to call, touch base with President Mike Kelly or Vice 
President Peter Kozlik. They’ll get you going in the right direction.  
 
Our Nordic Ski Tour program is in full swing. Consider adding a new trip to the schedule. Committee Co-
Chairs Doug Ohrn and Gary Blechinger and others tell me that the snow conditions in the backcountry (and 
front country for that matter) are the best they’ve seen in many years. They would especially encourage 
newer members who have joined our club over the past couple of years to join in the fun.  
 
Till next time - Happy Skiing!    -Armand  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
April 4, 2007  Spring Glaciers  

This will be a slide of travel, fun and geology of glaciers. 
Presented by:  Alexander Bak 

 
May 2, 2007 Family Canoeing & Camping in Saskatchewan  

Missinipe, North of La Ronge in Saskatchewan, is an easy two day drive from Calgary and is the 
home of Churchill River Canoe Outfitters.  This was to be the destination and base for our three week 
family holiday where we would attempt our first canoe camping with James (5) and Michael (2).  Our 
plans changed at the last moment when forest fires closed the road North of La Ronge.  Making 
things up as we went along, we spent two weeks in and around Prince Albert National Park before 
finally making it to Missinipe.  Join the Campdens see how they fared with bugs, heat, portages, 
loons, pelicans and islands. 
Presented by:  David Campden 
 

June 6, 2007 East Kootenays  
Presented by:  Tom Jacklin 
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The club boat repairs are happening at the upper  
boathouse every Wednesday evening 7-9 pm.   
This doesn't include club meeting nights. 
No tools are required and if you want to be exposed to an amazing array of boat repair problems, solutions, 
and debated solutions, you are welcome to drop by one Wednesday pm. This is coordinated by Alex Fuller 
and updates are posted on the Club website Forum.  Alex can be reached at H: 210-1808. 
  
For members who have their own boat repairs to do, a group will be organizing to use the upper boat bay 
starting in January 2007.  Please indicate the kind of repair you have in mind to help the coordinators get a 
sense of the resources required to help you make this happen.  If you are interested you can contact Mike 
Kelly or Peter Kozlik, or respond to the Forum posting to let them know you are interested, please put a 
phone contact down. Thanks and happy canoe dreams from the boat repair volunteers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By David Campden 

 
Canoe Trip Schedule 2007 –  
Coordinator Sign-up Evening: 
“Planning for Adventure” Presentation and Pot-luck Dessert  
 
Ok, so it’s still the depths of winter (although it seems to be warmer than it should be for January), but the 
2007 canoe trip schedule is well underway. If you attended the January Club meeting, you would already 
have had a chance to sign up to coordinate some trips. 
 
This year’s coordinator sign-up evening will be held on Wednesday, 21 st February at 7.00 pm  in the 
Clubhouse. We will be treated to a presentation “Planning for Adventure”  (see details on next page). The 
format is, as usual, informal with a request that you bring along some sort of dessert (I still like chocolate 
brownies!) to share with other members – remember your bowls and cutlery. 
 
We’d like to try and get as many trips signed up with a coordinator before we go to print at the end of March. 
This is one of the most important components of BWCC – for many people, the schedule is the main reason 
they join the Club. 
 
So, you may be asking yourself “what does it take to be a trip coordinator”?  The ability to roll an open canoe 
in Class IV rapids?  Military style organisation?  Thankfully, the reality is neither!  The requirements are: 
 
· A desire to contribute to the Club in one of the most important volunteer roles there is. 
· Adequate experience and skills for the river reach you will be coordinating. 
· Participation in at least 8 BWCC canoe trips. 
 
If you meet the above criteria: Good news, you are ready to be oriented to coordinate a Club trip and pay 
back those people who volunteered so you could get out on the river.  Even if you don’t have the pre-requisite 
experience, you are still welcome to attend the sign-up evening (just bring a dessert – chocolate brownies). 
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Coordinator orientation takes the form of attending the “coordinator orientation” canoe trip, held in May and 
run by Alex Fuller.  This is a fun day out where Alex imparts many nuggets of wisdom for potential (and well-
seasoned) coordinators to help you run the logistics hassle-free and still enjoy your day.   
 
All trip coordinators will receive a package including a checklist to help you manage your day on the river. 
 
So, what are you waiting for?  Get down to the Clubhouse on February 21st and help your Club!! 
 
P.S. In case you can’t get chocolate brownies, date squares are also good! 
 

 
 
 
 

 

"Planning for Adventure" 
February 21, 2007 

7:00pm 
Clubhouse  

 
Providing a safe and enjoyable experience for outdoor enthusiasts requires planning and information 
gathering. This presentation will cover key aspects of outdoor leadership, trip planning, risk assessment and 
decision-making within the context of effective group management.  
 
Presented by Schaun Goodeve, Instructor and Work Experience Coordinator, Ecotourism and Outdoor 
Leadership Program, Mount Royal College. 
  
Schaun is a CRCA Level 2 Moving Water Instructor, Swiftwater Rescue Instructor, Kayak Instructor, Class IV 
Raft Guide and PADI Divemaster to name a few key certifications.  His ten years of professional guiding 
experience includes but is not limited to: scuba diving trips in Egypt, sport rock climbing in Mexico, hiking trips 
in Canada and internationally, and multi-day lake and river canoe trips in Canada. Schaun has traveled to 
about 30 countries (including a solo cycling trip in the Middle East) and enjoys many outdoor pursuits. He 
currently works at Mount Royal College in the Ecotourism and Outdoor Leadership Program.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Schaun in action! 
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It has been over 100 years  
since the Bow River flowed free 
though Calgary. Since 1904, a weir to 
divert water for irrigation has blocked 
passage on the Bow.  The current 
structure was built in 1975.  The weir, 
near Inglewood, performs an 
important function of diverting water 
into the canal for use by farmers in the 
Western Irrigation District.  However, it 
also creates a deadly hydraulic wave 
that has claimed several lives.   

 
For the past six years a group of concerned Calgarians has been working to create a new Calgary River Park 
by constructing a safe natural-looking river rapid that restores the natural environment, complements the 
surroundings and eliminates the extreme drowning hazard of the existing weir, while preserving its irrigation 
function. 
 
Our Vision  
A river park in the heart of Calgary, to celebrate the Bow River and its natural abundance. 
 
Mission  
To complement and connect Calgary’s communities, parks and public facilities on the Bow River  
through a redevelopment of the existing weir: 
 

· To connect a constellation of invaluable public spaces and amenities in the heart of the city 
· To re-naturalize the river and shoreline environments in the weir area 
· To eliminate the current extreme drowning hazard 
· To maintain all existing infrastructure functions and services 
· To enable continuous river passage for fish, wildlife and people. 

 
The name Harvie Passage was chosen in honour of the late Calgary philanthropist Don Harvie. The Donald 
Harvie Fund at The Calgary Foundation provided the initial funding for the project, recognizing the importance 
of providing safe movement for humans, fish and other animals along the Bow. 
 
The effort to replace the weir began in 2000 with a group of stakeholders who agreed with the concept. The 
Calgary Foundation acted as a funding catalyst in providing the first $2 million of the total $6.4-million raised 
from the other funders including, the Alberta Lottery Fund, The City of Calgary, and Parks Foundation, 
Calgary.  Alberta Infrastructure and Transportation assumed project management duties on the project last 
summer, under the guidance of the management committee. 
 
The improved structure will enable people to float downstream comfortably in a canoe or raft. Anyone who 
accidentally falls into the river will find themselves in a quiet pool of water within easy walking or swimming 
distance from shore. The naturalized park surrounding the passage will also provide a central connection 
node for numerous existing and planned public amenities in the area, including the Calgary Zoo, Inglewood 
Bird Sanctuary, Pearce Estate Park Interpretive Wetland, Sam Livingston Fish Hatchery, the East Village 
neighbourhood and the future site of the Calgary Science Centre. 

 
Many organizations have contributed to the work of the four Founding Partners  of the project: the 
Government of Alberta through the Alberta Lottery Fund (albertalotteryfund.ca), The Calgary Foundation 
(www.thecalgaryfoundation.org), The City of Calgary (www.calgary.ca), and Parks Foundation, Calgary 
(www.parksfdn.com). 
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More great websites…  
 
If you are interested in avalanche trail rating  
scale information the following would be of interest: 
Parks Canada 
www.pc.gc.ca/pn-np/ab/banff/visit/vist7al_E.asp 
 
For more trail information as well as avalanche reports: 
Kananaskis Country 
www.cd.gov.ab.ca/enjoying_alberta/parks/featured/kanans
kis/flashindex.asp 
 
Banff/Yoho/Kootenay Avalanche Bulletin 
www.pc.gc.ca/apps/PSB/index_e.asp?oqAVA_PARK_ID=2 
 
Banff/Lake Louise Trail Report 
www.pc.gc.ca/apps/tcond/cond_e.asp?oPark=100092 
 
Jasper National Park 
www.pc.gc.ca/apps/tcond/cond_e.asp?oPark=100244 
 
Yoho National Park 
www.pc.gc.ca/pn-np/bc/yoho/index_e.asp 
 
Kootney National Park 
www.pc.gc.ca/pn-np/bc/kootenay/index_e.asp 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
By Barbara Olasz 
 
The winter season is upon us!   As we look 
towards the west and gaze upon the mountains 
and contemplate the white fluffy stuff falling down 
we think of what dreams are made of.  It is time to 
ski! So just to remind oneself that before going out 
one should check those snow conditions not just 
for the quality of the snow but also for the 
avalanche conditions.  Here are a few sites of 
interest: 
 
Canadian Avalanche Association 
www.avalanche.ca 
 
ACMG Mountain Conditions Report 
www.acmg.ca/mcr 
 
For the weather: 
www.weathernetwork.ca 
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www.weatheroffice.ec.gc.ca 
 
It is each individual’s responsibility to prepare for the conditions.  This includes but is not limited to the 
bringing of appropriate clothing; appropriate equipment such as avalanche gear, skins, wax etc.; appropriate 
snacks and beverages to share with me; preparing for the trip with respect to difficulty level and allowing 
enough time to complete the trip. It is now required by people participating in BWCC trips with an avalanche 
hazard of red to have taken an avalanche awareness course and also to have taken a transceiver practice 
session recently.    
 
 
 
 
 
POOL SESSIONS -- 2007 
  
By Jack Meehan 
 
It is never too early to renew your acquaintance with your boat. If you haven't the time or the money to take it 
south where the weather and water are warm, then consider the Bow Waters Annual Pool Sessions: warm 
water, lots of room to paddle around in, to practice your strokes, a wet exit and your roll. 
 
     

WHERE: SAIT Pool 
 
     WHAT TIME: 7:30PM to 9:00pm 
 
     WHEN: March 1; March 30; April 13 and April 27 (Fridays) 
 
     COST FOR MEMBERS: $12 per session or a 4-session package, $40 (prepaid) 
                                            $15 for tandem boats (4-session package, $50 prepaid) 
 
       
The number of boats per session will be limited to allow for maximum enjoyment. 
 
To make reservations, send a check payable to Bow Water Canoe Club to Armand and indicate the session 
or sessions you plan to attend.        
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
By Bill Skinner 
 
Report on Bow River Basin Council Meeting of Dec. 1 3, 2007 
 
My attendance at BRBC meetings continues to give me random highlights that relate to our club activities.  At 
the last meeting, members of RiverWatch gave a couple of presentations, one of which I summarize here.  On 
a topic called “What in God’s Green Earth Were They Thinking?” they described a science program for junior 
and senior high schools which is a “one-of-a-kind science field study that has involved  approximately 
45,000 students across central and southern Alberta  since 1995.  Each raft of students is fully 
equipped as a floating laboratory for collecting in formation on dissolved oxygen, phosphates, 
nitrates, pH, turbidity, temperature, bacteria and invertebrates .”  In Calgary along the Bow River, they 
traverse up to 10 km of river, take water samples above and below the Bonnybrook waste treatment plant, 
and tour that facility. 
 
Even more interesting to me is that the students fill out an on-line questionnaire before and after the program.  
This tests their environmental awareness and concern.  In a statistically valid method, the program shows that 
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RiverWatch On-Line Student Survey 2006
Environmental Investigations Question #7

 

" I" "I am aware of ways that my personal lifestyle aff ects my river"
4239 Pre-Trip Responses     1864 Post-Trip Response s     Updated Nov. 15 2006
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the students improve their awareness and concern, although it is hard to demonstrate that their personal 
actions will be affected.  Two examples of the recorded changes follow: 
 

RiverWatch On-Line Student Survey 2006
Environmental Awareness Question #3

 

"I" I understand the meaning of the term "watershed"
4245 Pre-Trip Responses     2039 Post-Trip Response s     Updated Nov. 14 2006
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I like to think that our club 
has a similar positive 
value, as a result of our 
recurrent exposure to the 
various human effects on 
the many watersheds in 
which we paddle.  
Cumulatively that has to 
make members more likely 
to act responsibly, when 
they have seen such 
things as cattle wallowing 
in the Milk River, or the 
shoreline armouring that 
has been done in the 
Bowness area. And maybe 
that is one of the reasons 
why we should also 
consider the lessons 
program as an important 
part of what we do.  Don’t 
forget that the words “an 
environmentally conscious 
manner” are part of our 
mission statement. 
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Fundraising – DO WE NEED IT? 

As most of you know the current board has initiated the Fundraising Committee*. The major focus of this 
committee is fundraising. Several members have asked why we need to raise funds.  One of the recurring 
answers to this question is to operate and maintain the clubhouse building. This brings up another question:  
Do we need the building?  There are other clubs in the Calgary that do just fine without a clubhouse and have 
much lower club fees. One of the main reasons we need the clubhouse is to operate our lessons program.  
This brings up the question:  Do we need the lessons program?  If you look at our mission statement in the 
membership handbook it reads:       

 

The Bow Waters Canoe Club Mission Statement:  

"To promote and support recreational paddling, our primary activity, and cross country skiing, by 
providing educational and social opportunities in a  safe and environmentally  conscious manner to 
all interested people."  

Bow Waters Canoe Club is organized as a non-profit club with a common purpose and sense of value for the 
outdoor world. The canoe and ski tour schedules are the main activities that bring members together to share 
mutual interests. Frequent social events allow us to enjoy company, food, philosophy, and knowledge in an 
informal setting.  The lessons program is a huge component of our club and supports thousands of paddlers 
getting out on to the water safely every year. 

 

So if we follow this mission statement, then yes, the clubhouse is needed.   What do you think?  If you have 
any ideas or thoughts on this subject please contact me at mikeg.kelly@shaw.ca or 560-0875 or contact Tina 
Barzo, chairperson of the fundraising committee at tinabarzo@hotmail.com 

 

 

 
 
*The new Fundraising Committee held its first meeting on January 10.  Under the direction of Tina Barzo, we 
discussed topics such as the club’s need for outside funds, how we build a case for support, the development 
of a long range funding plan, and some of the mechanisms for planning and executing specific fundraising 
projects.  With four active members this committee is better staffed than most of the club’s standing 
committees.  We would like other help, however, even if it is only for short term or project assistance.  Please 
call Tina if you want to volunteer. 
 
Additionally, there is one thing that all members  can do in the near term to help.  Many medium to large 
corporations have some form of donation plan where they will contribute to organizations where an employee 
is a member or (more usually) a volunteer.  Please investigate that possibility at your place of employment.  If 
such a plan exists, we can help you make a submittal if you require help.  We have in the past been able to 
buy boats due to donations from companies such as Shell Canada.  -Bill Skinner 
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BWCC Sewers and Quilters 
A fundraising project for the Club 
 
Submitted by Mary Enright 
 
Michelle Magotiaux initiated this fund-raising idea for Bow Waters. BWCC members interested in sewing or 
quilting are invited to make small individual projects which will be put up for raffle  amongst club members and  
all money raised to be given to the Club. Any interested member  is still welcome to join the group, to donate 
either materials or even completed projects.   
 
At the moment there are about 5 members involved in sewing small projects, such as wall hangings, 
placemats or table runners,  who meet every two weeks on Tuesdays at the clubhouse. Thanks to Armand for 
taking photos and helping promote the group’s project on his email newsletter. 
 
On Tuesday afternoons, usually between 1:00pm and 3:30-4:00pm, each person works on their own .  Advice 
from others is available if there are problems that occur. Members bring their own sewing machine as needed 
depending on where they are with their project. Work on individual projects continues at home during the two 
intervening weeks.  Each person has committed to producing one item for the fundraising, more if time allows. 
 
The   BWCC Sewers and Quilters group met on January 16 and 30th and will continue to meet every two 
weeks thereafter through the end of  April or May.  
 
The raffle tickets for items will be available  as soon as some items are completed and procedures are 
finalized. More information about the forthcoming fundraising raffle  will be sent out with future e-mail 
newsletters from Armand. 
 
Contact Michelle  if interested, at  
Michelle@bowrivershuttles.com 
 

 
 
Group Shot - Marie Weingartshofer,  
Mary Enright and Michelle Magotiaux 
  
Upper Right Shot -  
Mary Enright's project "a work in progress" 
  
Lower Right Shot -  
Michelle's first completed project�
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Bow Waters Canoe Club membership drive is underway!   We have started selling our 2007/2008 
memberships – (Thanks to Mary Enright and Barbara Hardt who processed membership forms at the January 
members meeting).  The new membership form is available on the club web page (www.bowwaters.org) and 
is attached to this newsletter.  We will be available before and after the club meetings to process membership 
forms, so please take the time to complete the form and bring it, along with your cheque or cash, to a club 
meeting.   
 
The form has two changes this year:  the waiver form has been altered to indicate that it is valid from the time 
you sign ‘without expiry.’  This change was made to allow us to keep a copy of your waiver on file in the office 
and not ask you to re-sign it each year.  Often only one member of a family comes to re-new their 
membership, making it cumbersome to get all adult members signatures on the consent form.  This change 
will also allow us to look into ‘on-line’ renewals.  The second change on the membership form was to indicate 
that a minimum of 2 hours volunteer work is an expectation of joining the club (although of course more would 
be most appreciated!).  Please consider helping out at the Outdoor Adventure Show  or at one of the 
Wednesday evening Open Houses in April and May to fulfill your volunteer obligations (see notice below).   

To add incentive to renewing your club membership EARLY, Armand (Executive Director) has arranged for a 
membership raffle on a GPS.  Tickets will be available only to members who have joined for the 2007/2008 
membership year.  Tickets for the draw are 1 ticket for $2.00 or 3 tickets for $5.00.  The draw will be made on 
May 02, 2007. 

Armand has also arranged for our second annual Bow Waters Canoe Club Members Night at Mountain 
Equipment Co-op (MEC) .  This event was a smashing success last summer and we look forward to a repeat 
opportunity to shop at our leisure ‘after regular store hours’; visit over a glass of punch and some nibbles and 
receive a 10 % discount off our purchases.  The MEC BWCC Members Night is scheduled for Sunday 
evening May 06 , 2007 and is open to members who have paid their 2007/2008 membership fees.   
 
Looking forward to seeing you at the membership table to re-new your membership! 
 
Mollie Cole, Chairperson of the Membership Committee 
 
Special Note: Membership committee volunteers neede d! 
 
We will need a number of volunteers to help at the Outdoor show this year (March 31/April 01).  Members will 
be needed to stand by our club booth and talk to the people about our club and some volunteers will be 
needed for pool demonstrations (likely 3-4 30 minute pool sessions).  Please contact Mollie Cole at 
mollie.cole@shaw.ca or at 686-6927 if you are interested in helping out.  Volunteers get a free entrance pass 
to the show.   
 
We will also be hosting open houses at the club every Wednesday night in April and May  (7-9 pm).  
 
PLEASE consider helping out with these open houses – an orientation will be provided.   
 
Again, contact Mollie at mollie.cole@shaw.ca or at 686-6927.  Thanks!   
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Membership Benefits include: 

· An extensive river tour schedule, including: Day trips, Evening trips, Multiple-day weekend trips (car 
camping), Multiple-day weekend canoe camping trips, New Member trips, Special trips such as: 
Stampede Fireworks, Canoe Poling, North Saskatchewan Paddle & Hike, Lake Louise Paddle & Hike, 
Vermillion River Paddle & Hike 

· New Member Services: Orientation Sessions, No fee rental of boats and equipment  

· A large fleet of canoes and kayaks, including all paddling accessories, available for rental at very low 
rates, Free use of boats and equipment on the canal, Boat repair facility complete with mentors, 
Access to the eddy makers on the canal, for practicing your skills 

· Lessons and Camps: Adult Lessons – preferred pricing for members, Youth Summer Camps – 
preferred pricing for members 

· Communications: Voice of the River newsletter, eNews Updates on club activities, use of our website 
Forum (for communicating with other members), Use of our website Photo Gallery (for sharing photos 
of your canoe trips), Access to information on paddling areas in Western Canada, the Canadian North 
and elsewhere through our library and the diverse experiences of our members 

· Social Activities: Adventure Travel Slide Shows, Potlucks Events, Canoe Tour Coordinator,       
Potluck Dessert Sign-Up, Spring BBQ Burger Bash, Kananaskis Campout, The Last Splash Bash, 
Year End Canoe Awards/Potluck/Slide Show Night 

· Price discounts on gear purchases at outdoor retailers. Current BWCC Membership card required. 
Undercurrents – 10% discount on all paddling accessories. Not applicable to sale items. Aquabatics – 
10% discount on all paddling accessories. Not applicable to sale items. Mountain Equipment Co-op 
Annual “Club Night” – 10% discount on all merchandise. No exclusions. 15% discount on all 
equipment rentals. Campers Village – 10% discount on merchandise. Sale and best buy items 
excluded. Norseman Club – 10% discount on all regular price items when you show your current 
BWCC membership card. 

 

It all adds up to a very attractive package for bot h individuals and families 
who are outdoor enthusiasts interested in recreatio nal paddling 

 
 

For the NEW membership form – see last two pages
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 MEMBERSHIP FORM 2007-08  
 

BOW WATERS CANOE CLUB PO BOX 85088 Albert Park P.O. CALGARY, AB, T2A 7R7 

Phone: 235-2922   Fax: 235-2993  EMAIL: bwcc@telusplanet.net 
 
MEMBERSHIP FEE: 
Family:  $85______      Single:  $60_____      Jackrabbits:  $15_____      Associate:  $10______ (newsletter 

only) 

New _____          How did you hear about the club? ______________________________________________ 

Renewal  _____          Last year of Membership ___________       First year of membership ___________ 
 
MEMBERS (including children over 18, if  in the same residence) : please  check  (��� � ) age range  

Surname 
(please print) 

Given Name M/F Under 
13 

13-
17 

18-
24 

25-
44 

45-
64 

65
+ 

         

         

         

         

         

 
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Street address: 

City: Province: Postal Code: 

Home Ph: Email:  

2nd Ph: 2nd Email:  

Bus. Ph.   

 
EMAIL UPDATES:  Do you wish to receive current news updates from BWCC via email?   YES ____   
NO____ 
 
PHONE LIST:  a list of club members and their phone numbers will be published and distributed only to club 

members, for the sole purpose of communication for club business.  I wish my name and 
phone number to be included:  

YES  ____  NO  ____      please initial: ______ 
 
We also maintain some lists to facilitate paddlers with specific interests; check if you are interested in being 
added to these lists: 

___Mid-Week Paddling (daytime) 

___Tandem Paddlers without Partners 
 
 

OFFICE USE ONLY:   Paid $______  (cash, cheque, credit card)     Initials _____   
 Membership Card issued:  (date) ______________ 
 Handbook sent:                  (date) ______________ 
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VOLUNTEER OPTIONS:  Our club is run by volunteers.  All members are expected to assist in the 
operations of the club by volunteering a minimum of 2 hours  each membership year (e.g. 2 hours options:  
coordinate a canoe or ski trip; volunteer at an open house or the outdoor show or do one shift at a casino or 
help with one of the committees below).  By everyone contributing time, we ensure that our club will continue 
to offer members some great benefits.  The following is a list of the main committees that keep BWCC 
running.  If nothing looks like it suits you, or there’s too many that might, check ‘Other’ and specify what you 
wish.  Please check at least one area: 
 
��� �  
 Archives a group that maintains club history & records: identification, classification, 

storage & display of documents, photos, maps, memorabilia, etc. 
 Boats & Equipment a group responsible for club boats & paddling gear: making repairs, maintaining 

an accurate inventory, planning/replacement 
 Buildings & Grounds a group that helps with the maintenance of Club buildings & facilities  
 Club management a list of resource people knowledgeable/interested in administration, that could 

serve as advisors to the Board (e.g. past Pres), or help with areas such as:   
____Election – a temporary group to identify nominees, handle nominations & 
conduct elections in November 
____Board – those willing to accept nomination to serve on the BWCC Board 

 Environment a group that promotes environmental awareness within the Club, liaises with 
environmental organizations, makes recommendations to the Board, etc. 

 Finance a group reporting to the Treasurer that helps ensure financial health of the club 
____Book-keeping – experienced resources to assist the Treasurer & Exec. 
Director 
____Casino – individuals to work at Calgary or Edmonton casinos as needed 

 Computing includes hardware maintenance, software updating and backups and maintaining 
and developing the Club’s website. 

 Long range planning a new committee to advise the Board, that will look beyond a 1-year horizon, 
determine a future vision for the club, and a strategy to achieve that vision 

 Membership a committee that oversees all membership processes: annual renewal; 
maintenance of membership database; member statistics; orientation of new 
members; open houses; new member mentoring; displays at external events to 
raise the club’s profile & attract lesson participants; special internal events 

 Voice of the River This is the Club’s newsletter, published four times a year.  Positions include 
editor, content management and advertising 

 Social a group that organizes activities such as BBQs, Year-End Awards Potluck, etc, 
as well as helping with monthly meetings – setup, cleanup, including food & 
beverage and the slide shows – organising presenters for each monthly meeting. 

 Canoe touring help create and maintain the canoe trip schedule 
 Ski touring help create and maintain the Nordic ski program 
 Safety committee defining policy & process to ensure safe trips: by canoe & ski 
 River access maintenance of long-term relationships with land-owners 
 Other Specify your details, special skills, etc.: 

 
 
 

 
TRIP INFORMATION DATABASE - A MEMBERS –ONLY SERVICE:  
Do you have first-hand knowledge of canoe trips and locations which are more distant from Calgary and not in 
our usual weekend trip schedule?  If you are prepared to act as an information resource for BWCC members 
intending to do such trips, please attach a separate sheet with your name and a list of trips (or send your list 
to the Club later, attention: TRIP INFORMATION DATABASE).  This list will be available only to members.  
Trips anywhere in Canada and the rest of the world are of interest. 
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PLEASE READ CAREFULLY  

INFORMED CONSENT, RISK ACKNOWLEDGMENT, RELEASE OF L IABILITY AND INDEMNITY 
AGREEMENT (continued on following pages) 

 
NOTICE: By signing this document you (a) acknowledge that you understand the risks associated with the 
events of the Bow Waters Canoe Club (hereinafter referred to as “BWCC”); (b) are aware that by participating 
in the events you are exposing yourself and your children to those risks; (c) are assuming both physical and 
legal risks associated with the events; (d) are giving up your legal right to recover compensation for any injury 
to yourself or for any injury to or death of your children; (e) are giving up your family’s right to bring an action 
to recover compensation as a result of your death; and (f) are agreeing not to bring an action on behalf of 
yourself or your children in the event you or your children are injured or killed. 
 
In this agreement : the term “Event” shall include all camping, hiking, Nordic and back-country skiing, 
canoeing or kayaking activities or services provided, arranged, organized, conducted, sponsored or 
authorized by BWCC and shall include, but is not limited to, Nordic and back-country skiing, canoe and kayak 
camps, competitions, demonstrations, tours, orientation and instructional courses, seminars and sessions, 
and other such activities, events and services in any way connected with or related to BWCC. 
 

Canoe and ski tours of BWCC are NOT guided trips .  There is a volunteer coordinator responsible for 
logistics only.  BWCC members and non-member participants remain responsible for their own skills, safety, 
actions and equipment.  All participants shall be considered “common adventurers”.  All adult members are 
responsible for the safety of their children. 

 
I am aware that participation in an event involves many risks, dangers and hazards  including, but not 
limited to, regarding winter events:  changing weather conditions; hypothermia; avalanches; exposed rock, 
earth, ice, and other natural objects; trees, tree wells, tree stumps, forest dead fall; the condition of snow or 
ice on or beneath the skiing surface; changes or variations in the skiing terrain which may create blind spots 
or areas of reduced visibility; changes or variations in the skiing surface or sub-surface, variable and difficult 
snow conditions; streams, creeks and exposed holes in the snow pack above streams or creeks; cliffs; 
crevasses; road-banks or cut-banks; fences, snowmobiles or other vehicles, equipment or structures; impact 
or collision with other skiers; the failure to ski safely or within one’s own ability or within designated areas; 
negligence of other skiers; and regarding summer events:  encounters with wild animals; rapid changes in 
water depth, volume or current speed of rivers; bridges, weirs, groins, fences and other man made river 
obstructions; log jams, fallen trees, waterfalls, rapids, exposed rocks, beaver dams, ice, and other natural 
river obstructions, changing or extreme weather conditions including lightning; sudden upset into cold moving 
water; hypothermia; difficult ingress/egress between boat and land; unstable earth and rock formations; 
impact or collision with other boaters; collision with motor vehicles while at put-in or take-out points; the failure 
to paddle safely or within one’s own ability; negligence of other paddlers, hikers or campers; forest fires; and 
NEGLIGENCE ON THE PART OF BWCC OR ITS STAFF INCLUDING THE FAILURE ON THE PART OF 
BWCC AND ITS STAFF TO SAFEGUARD OR PROTECT ME AND MY CHILDREN FROM THE RISKS, 
DANGERS AND HAZARDS OF PARTICIPATING IN AN EVENT. 
 

I AM AWARE OF THE RISKS, DANGERS AND HAZARDS ASSOCI ATED WITH EVENTS AND I FREELY 
ACCEPT AND FULLY ASSUME ALL LEGAL AND PHYSICAL RISK S, DANGERS AND HAZARDS AND 
THE POSSIBILITY OF PERSONAL INJURY, DEATH, PROPERTY  DAMAGE OR LOSS RESULTING 
THEREFROM ON BEHALF OF MYSELF AND MY CHILDREN.  

 
I have made BWCC aware of any physical, medical or developmental limitations that could impact on my or 
my children’s participation in BWCC events.  I authorize BWCC to secure such medical and or other advice 
and services as it, in its sole discretion, may deem necessary for my or my children’s health and safety should 
it be necessary in an emergency.   
 

Initials (of all club members over age of 18)_     _____   
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In consideration of participating in the events of the club: 
 
 
1. I agree to be financially responsible  for all costs and expenses which may be incurred with respect 
to rescues, travel, medical attention or other services provided on behalf of myself or my children and agree 
to reimburse BWCC or any third party for all costs of these services. 
 
2. I agree to hold harmless and indemnify  BWCC, its employees, officers, directors, volunteer 
trip/tour coordinators, agents and instructors from any and all liability for any damage to the property of, or 
personal injury to or death of any person resulting from my or my children’s participation in the events of the 
club. 
 
3. I agree that BWCC, its employees, officers, directo rs, volunteer trip/tour coordinators,  agents 
and instructors and each of them are not responsibl e for any loss or damage sustained by me or my 
children as a result of any injury to or the death of either myself or my children whether caused by t he 
negligence of BWCC or otherwise. 

 
4. I agree that this document applies to each and ever y BWCC event  in which my children and I 
participate during the membership year(s)  and only has to be signed once a year.  The content of this 
document does not have to be brought to my attention prior to each event in order to be effective and it does 
not have to be signed for each event in which my children and I may participate. This consent will remain 
valid so long as I continue to renew my annual memb ership in the club or until such time as the club 
makes changes to this consent form.   
 
 
I hereby release, waive and discharge  BWCC, its employees, officers, directors, volunteer trip/tour 
coordinators, agents and instructors and each of them from all liability to myself, my family, heirs, executors 
and administrators for any and all loss or damage and any claims or demands for such loss or damage arising 
from any injury to or the death of myself or my children whether caused by the negligence of BWCC its 
employees, officers, directors, volunteer trip/tour coordinators, agents and instructors, or otherwise and I 
further agree not to sue BWCC, its employees, officers, directors, agents or instructors on behalf of myself or 
my child. 
 
I am the full age of 18 years, I am aware of the nature and effect of this Informed Consent, Risk 
Acknowledgment and Release of Liability and Indemnity Agreement and I acknowledge having read this 
document before signing it. 
 
 
INTENDING TO BE LEGALLY BOUND I have signed this Informed Consent, Risk Acknowledgment, Release 
of  
 
Liability and Indemnity Agreement this ___________ day of ___________________, 20____.   
 
Signatures of All Adult Members (18 years and 
over):        

Print names in full: 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
For office use only:  Membership renewal date:   

     

     

 


